
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

No Time to Waste 

 

     Have you noticed that whenever we have a lot of something – a lot of anything – we 

always seem to have a knack of wasting a lot of it? That’s how human nature does it. So, 

I have to ask, ‘Have you ever left the air conditioning on when you went on vacation? 

Or have you left the water running when you didn’t need to?’ I’m sure the poor person 

in the desert realizes how precious the little water he has is. And how many trips do 

you make into town each day in your car when you could have done it all in a single 

trip if you had only done a little planning. All that gas you wasted is not inexpensive.  

     Then there is all the ‘time’ we waste. Now I think we all do an awful lot of that! And 

it’s not until we have piled up a lot of years that we start to wonder where all the time 

has gone. Only then do we begin to realize how precious time and life really are. It is 

only then we tell ourselves, ‘you know, we could have done a better job.’ 

     In this morning’s gospel Jesus is trying to tell us we only have so much time to 

prepare ourselves before He comes to meet us face-to-face. Today He’s reminding us 

that most of us will not be getting much of a warning about the time when all this is 

going to happen. That is why He warns us now and He says – always be ready. 

     He is aware we have a lot on our plates. He knows we have a lot to think about and a 

lot to do while we are waiting for Him to make His appearance. He wasn’t born 

yesterday and He knows our concentration and attention on Him can’t be 24 hours-a-

day, 7 days-a-week. So, I think that is why He is warning us now. 

     He wants us to check out our map and our progress. He wants us to check our oil 

often…our oil of goodness. And I have to tell you: that is exactly what you are doing 

right now here at Mass. And then, when you leave Mass this morning, He wants you to 

do things that are going to increase your goodness. He wants you to do things that will 

make you a better person than you already are. At the end of each and every day, He 

wants to find some improvements in you. Now, if you take that advice to heart you will 

be like the good bridesmaids and will be prepared for Christ and for eternity.  

     Christ wants us to be wise and filled with goodness. He doesn’t want us to be empty 

and foolish. To do that we have to use our time and our lives wisely. 

*Inspired by Matthew 25:1-13 


